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Please recycle to a friend.
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Cover Photo of Shanghai Street
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Biking with Grandpa
Qinglan Wang © 2012

Biking with Grandpa

Qinglan Wang
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Biking with Grandpa

Pedaling through the newly-paved streets,

rural and empty except for a few cars, the gravity

of his experience escapes me. These county roads can’t echo
the chaotic flow of life he had come to accept as the cost

of living in a newly awoken city. Our knees

pedal simultaneously across the vast seas

of time and borders. With a hearty push, | fly over the sea

green bushes and onto his bike’s seat. Inching through noisy streets
of Shanghai a decade ago, | see 25 million knees

spinning steel spokes against the pull of gravity.

Each revolution reminds the riders the cost

of the city’s boom. The whistle of his wheels echoes



