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Excerpted from the book
Telephone Man by Mary Ann Mayer (2005)

Dedicated to my father, Bob Maitland,
whose stories these are.

Forty years in the Blackstone Valley
over the road, up the poles,
repairing broken connections, and
showing us,

What bounty of humor & humanity in the daily grind!
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Somthin for Nothin

everybody’s got a phone
everybody wants somethin for nothin
so when you’re a phone man
everybody’s always asking

got any rolls of tape Bob?

got an extra phone?

got a longer cord?

got a shorter cord?

got a black cord?

got a white cord?

how ‘bout off-white?

got a wallplate? got an extra jack?
got a little time on the weekend

to help me putitin?

that’s not a lot of work is it Bob?
hey what else you got on the truck?
it ain’t like stealin’

it’s a big company, right?



