
“Emperor Concerto” 
   
How did he do this, 
except from great love, 
bring forth this music 
that touches our deepest silences, 
frees those  
birds long caged 
to sing against 
a bright noon sky, 
each note now shielding, 
now revealing 
the brilliance 
that is salvation, 
that is annihilation, 
that is neither, 
that is both. 
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