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Talk’s Cheap

A picture in his aunt’s album: he looks about
two, barefoot, overalls, no shirt. Standing
with a couple of hounds near the well in his
Grandma’s dirt yard.

“When was this?”

“When your mama left your daddy.”

“How long did she stay?”

“Six months.”

“Why’d she go back?”

“Because he, by God, outtalked her.”
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After Hours

The honky-tonk closed and we followed two
girls in a Chevy, flirting at stoplights until we
scared them home.

A man in a bathrobe stepped into the yard.

“You boys go on now. There’s nothing here for

”

you.

| started toward him and his hand lifted. When
| saw the gun, | forgot everything else.



