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Postcards from Paradise

By Maurice Mancini
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I am an alien in an alien world

where i find my self walking the railroad tracks

scanning the gravel roadbed
the brush along the access road
discarded remnants

ghosts from the past that focus,
my runaway mind
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expresso

threat of rain

in the forecast

as i speed the highway to the station
anticipating a seat on the the commuter train
going north

listening for the clatter clank clank

the tracks are much smoother, quieter now
my heart pounding

as i sprint to catch the 8:45

that exit i always miss

that delay as i wait for the traffic light to change
let me reverse my course

next time next time I'll get it right.

my heart still pounding



