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Haiku lrises

Martin Willitts Jr.
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A sequenced haiku
based on Van Gogh’s painting
of Irises, 1889

Van Gogh considered this work
a “study” of
Japanese ukiyo-e woodblock prints

'92110y pue aJl yum
SuaJep ‘suled J91UIM 340J3q
‘s paydio|g-yul Ael anig

‘8
‘9A0] JO SaIOWBW

‘sasu| passaad ‘yaded 9014
Ul aNn|q ‘SY20|qPOOM paAIe)

L
"sanea| ul||e} ul syeauq

431 Jo aunyiade pjiw
‘saAa Jo sul syl

9
*s9||34933nq Suipuas

‘4 uado 03 Juem J0u op
—31e8 uo sy auyddes

‘S

1.

The study of blue,
where it is more than eye sees,
in colorless rain.

2.

Blue shadowy grass
in blue snow melt, voices of angels,
single crocus stir.

3.

Indigo islands
swim on old sea turtle shells,
irises intoning.

4.

Kimonos are kites
in summer brushes, flutter
like my absent heart.



