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Girls

learn at very young ages,
that outer beauty is the water—
oasis in this desert that they crave.

They smile in plaster of Paris,
hypocrites behind closed doors.
They cut themselves in secret, starve
for passion. Life of porcelain:

painted by day, gripped

by night. Wake up and dawn

their spaghetti-strap harnesses

leading their lives in chartreuse blinders.

Each young lady

feigning optimism

and poise, accepts her place
below you;

above the unsightly.

They learn to heave aside the weak,
to shun the strong -- not to trust

in a world of facades,

mascara

and hair spray.



