
Field Hockey 
 
I would do  
Everything  
Possible  
To get out  
Of sports 
 
I hated 
Running and  
Have never been  
Much of a team 
Player 
 
I remember  
One breezy  
Spring day 
The air perfumed 
With daffodils 
And lilacs 
 

 
 

Biology 
 
It took  
Flunking 
Three  
Bio 101’s 
To get  
Kicked  
Out of  
Convent  
Boarding 
School 
I wanted 
To be Home 
With my family  
 
My father  
Was never there 
He was out 
Practicing 
Bio101 
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Penmanship 
 
 
The insides 
Of the pointer 
And the middle 
Finger are stained 
Blue 
 
We are only  
Permitted to use 
Ink pens  
 
So we kept little 
Bleach bottles 
In our desks 
 
Our fingers 
Were to be clean 
At all times 
 
 

 Physics 
 
My daughter excelled in Physics 
I asked her what is it 
Science? Math? 
What? 
She told me in the simplest terms 
It’s the study of things in motion 
My father must have  
Known a thing or two  
About physics 
When he was teaching me 
How to drive  
He said 
If you know you are going  
To crash head on 
Floor it 
The slower car 
Will receive the most damage 
Physics is a guide  
to survival 
  

 
 
 
And there were  
To be no ink spots  
In our notebooks 
Or on our papers 
 
Most of us had  
Bleach marks  
On our uniforms 
 
And we always  
Smelled bleachy 
 
I learned several  
Methods of penmanship 
I was skilled 
In keeping between the lines 
 
In all other aspects  
Keeping between the lines 
Is an ability I lack 
 
 
 

 
Bending over  
Brushing my  
Long hair dry 
In front of a 
Big opened window 
 
The white sheer curtains 
Billowed as I  
Watched the girls 
Below 
In their green tunics 
And bloomers 
 
Run up and down 
The hockey field 
After a little  
White ball 
 
 


