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Dearest Finger:

I don’t know if I've told you
how I love your slim shape,
your warm cylindricalness

and the way | rest

just so: not too tight,

nor too loose so | slip about—
just right, so I’'m always facing
the world with my sparkle

and shine. | remember your joy
when you received me—

tiny but brilliant all the same—
just the right size for your two
puny paychecks—my gold band,
my winking blue eye.

I love you, | do—

are you, too, still true?
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My Dear Ring:

Yes, yes, | love you—

were we not made

for each other?

Do | not wear you

day and night, wet and dry,

only remove you when dough

or dirt threaten your beauty?

And then how naked

| feel, and a slim whiteness

circles where your gold should go—
| am so marked by you.

| confess once or twice

in twenty years | have taken you off
just to see if the world feels different
unchartered, unclaimed,

but | missed you, my dear

and in truth want no other.

Rest easy—/I'll not put you asunder.



