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the AA speaker comes to class
she almost raises her hand.

instead

she stares

until the speaker looks away —
he doesn’t need syllables

to translate her eyes.

he thinks about

what he just said -

his story, his misery,

his sobriety,

his recovery,

his family’s orbital decay.
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he asks the silent students
for comments, questions?

does she want to say something?

| want to leave.

- why?

right now.

- but why?

I live this.

I don’t need to hear about it
anymore.

he looks away.
he knows
she’s walking
out the door.



