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So, are seventeen syllables a fetish or essential to
the form? What about English syllables (“through”
for example) being more complicated, heavier,
chewier than Japanese? How do you know if
you’ve nailed the seasonal reference? And is it
ineffable enough?

Or, if you write three short lines recording some
micro-observation, do you therefore have haiku?
One line with seventeen syllables or fewer?

Or, if you say something funny in seventeen
syllables, do you, voila, have a funny haiku?
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FIFTEEN SHORT POEMS

post tropical storm:
felt blanket dries in the sun
white winged seed drifts by

retaining wall stones
cradle tropical storm pools —
leaves twigs grass sunlight

* *

single dry cornstalk
still standing in a patch of
muddy tractor prints

tiny rivulet
cleaving a straight way between
banks of dry cornstalks



