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Red

You never wore red before, she said.
True, | replied but silently wondered why.
Well you should, she said, eyeing my tie.

| will since | no longer dread red, | said

Not to pry, but why now and not then, she asked.
| can’t answer that in a flash, | said.

Take your time she said but do complete the task
Since you insist, hear the whys of my pale past:

Although red shouts stop and heed this alert

and lets you know something is too hot to touch
and colors our losses and paints every rebel,

all that baggage, | said, never bothered me much.
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It was the nuns’ nonsense that made me cringe.
Red, they said was the hue of the devil’s kin.
Ponder the thorns piercing his bleeding heart.
and pair scarlet sex with sin, they said.

Happily those shackles didn’t hold, she said.

The body’s eye, | said routed those deep noes

and raised a red flag over righteous resistance.
Now | can sense red’s essence, its amorous glow.

Red, she said, can kindle a spark, even a flame,
so let’s both wear red and try to fuel a fire.
That, | said, has always been my secret desire
so let’s let red on red stoke the blaze higher.



